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MILITARY SERVICE RECORDS:

The National Personnel Records Center, Military Personnel Records (NPRC-MPR)
is the repository of millions of military personnel, health, and medical records of 
discharged and deceased veterans of all services during the 20th century. 

Records prior to WWI are housed at the National Archives in Washington, DC. 

The service member’s military records (also called #201 File) also referred to as the Official
Military Personnel File (OMPF) is a set of documents maintained by the United States Military. 
These files typically contain records describing the member's military and civilian education history. 
 
Generally these files contain information: 
Promotion Orders
Mobilization Orders
DA 1059’s, Service School Academic Evaluation Reports
MOS Orders
Awards
Transcripts
DD-214 (Discharge Papers)

When requesting military records-send your requests to the following address:
National Personnel Records Center
Military Personnel Records
9700 Page Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63132-5100



  

FIRE OF 1973: 

On July 12, 1973, a disastrous fire at National Personnel Record Center (NPRC)
destroyed or damaged approximately 16-18 million Official Military Personnel Files.

This fire affected a large portion of military records housed at that location including: 
-Army Personnel discharged November 1, 1912, to January 1, 1960                   80%
-Air Force Personnel discharged, September 25, 1947, to January 1, 1964         75%
 (Starting with names alphabetically after James E. Hubbard). 

The Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard records were unaffected by the fire and therefore 
researchers will have no problem requesting those records. 



  

The World War I Draft consisted of three (3) separate registrations.

1st Registration-June 5, 1917-was for men aged 21-31-men born between
6 June 1886 and 5 June 1896. (12 Questions)

2nd Registration-June 5, 1918, was for men who had turned 21 since the previous
registration-men born between 6 June 1896 and 5 June 1897.  (10 Questions)
Men who had not previously registered and were not already in the military also 
registered. In addition, a supplemental registration on August 24, 1918, was for 
men who turned 21 years of age since June 5, 1918. 

3rd Registration-September 12, 1918, was for men aged 18-21 and 34 to 45 years
of age born between 11 Sept 1872 and 12 Sept 1900. (20 Questions)

Each of the separate registrations used a slightly different version of the draft 
registration card. Therefore, the information included in each varies. 



  

Alvin C. York
World War I-Draft Registration
1st Registration-



  

Reports on Casualties/Wound Chevrons
Located at National Archives-Part of RG391

Headquarters-125th Infantry-AEF-Dated April 17, 1919

War Casualties/Wound Chevrons
Information Included:

Name of Soldier
Service Number
Military Unit/Organization
Rank
Date of Wounding-or Gassed
Location of Incident



  

Troopship Manifests-WWI-at Archives II-in College Park, MD
317th Ammunition Train-Sailed 

June 15, 1918-Hoboken, NJ
(26 Officers, 622 Enlisted Men)-Last Men Transported

USS Covington-Brest, France



  

World War I-Contact your State
Great War History Commission

Questionnaire-For Servicemen 



  

WORLD WAR II-RECORDS



  

During World War II there were seven draft registrations:

1st Registration-October 16, 1940 -all men ages 21-31 residing in the United States-
whether native born, naturalized, or alien were registered. 

2nd Registration-July 1, 1941-all men who reached age 21 since the first registration

3rd Registration-February 16, 1942-all men ages 20-21 and ages 35-44 were required
to register.

4th Registration-April 27, 1942-all men ages 45-64-not liable for military service. 
*Only draft cards open to public*    Not complete-missing information

5th Registration-June 30, 1942-all men ages 18-20 were required to register. 

6th Registration-December 10-31, 1942-all men who reached age 18 since the
previous registration.

7th Registration-November 16 - December 31, 1943-American men living abroad, 
ages of 18-44 were required to register. 



  

World War II-Draft Registration Card-4th Draft
Harold W. Ross-

Editor of Stars & Stripes Newspaper

Veteran of World War I-(Photograph to the left)

Photograph as Editor of Magazine (Upper right)
& Founder of the New Yorker Magazine.



  

The Morning Reports-were recorded each morning-just as the name implies.

These reports are an "exception based" style, only containing information
on those individuals who are not "Present and Accounted for". 

Reasons for soldiers to be included in these records:

*Promotion or demotion

*Being killed, wounded or missing in action

*Being assigned to a unit, or leaving a unit

*Going to a hospital for treatment, or to another activity for training

These are located at the National Personnel Record Center/St. Louis, MO



  

Morning Reports-WWII

Company B. 327th Engineer Combat Battalion
November 17, 1944
Station: Floverich, Germany



  

Missing Aircrew Reports-WWII-on Fold3

Lt. Robert L. Mains Aircrew

Missing In Action-April 4, 1945



  

ENLISTMENT RECORDS:
This series of records contain approximately nine million men and women who 
enlisted in the United States Army (including Air Corps), and included the Women's 
Army Auxiliary Corps. 

Although incomplete, these records contain data for a majority of the enlistments in
the United States Army during World War II. 

These records are found online at (3) locations. 
www.ancestry.com   (fee based)
www.worldvitalrecords.com  (fee based)
www.archives.gov (AAD-searchable)



  
SEARCH WWW.ARCHIVES.GOV

Records of the Army and Army Air Corps:
-Abbreviations used (Type of Casualty):

KIA-Killed in Action
DOW-Died of Wounds

DOI-Died of Injuries
FOD-Finding of Death

M-Missing

-Generally this information includes: 
Name, Service/Serial Number

Grade, Date of Casualty 
Type of Casualty 
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